
 

 

 

 

For there is always light if only 

we're brave enough to see it. 

If only we're brave enough to be it. 
"The Hill We Climb" – Amanda Gorman 

 

 
 

  



Third Sunday after Epiphany 

January 24, 2021 

 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

 

Prelude       Ave Verum Corpus     Mozart, arr. E. Power Biggs 

 

Introit     Shout for Joy           Jim Taylor 

Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth. Burst into jubilant song with music. 

Make music to the Lord with the harp, and the sound of singing, with the 

trumpets, and the blast of the ram's horn. Shout for joy before the Lord, 

our King. 

 

**Call to Worship (responsively)        Psalm 85 

Leader: Let us hear what God the LORD will speak 

People: God will speak peace to God's faithful people, who turn to 

God in their hearts. 

Leader: Surely God's salvation is at hand, for those who fear God: 

People: That God's glory may dwell in our land. 

Leader: Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet 

People: Righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

Leader: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground: 

People: Righteousness will look down from the sky. 

 

**Hymn     God of Grace and God of Glory     #307 

  



  



Prayer of Confession (unison) 

God of love, we confess than we have given more attention to our 

success and happiness than to doing your will. We have eaten without 

a thought for the hungry. We have spoken without an effort to 

understand. We have judged others, forgetful that you alone are the 

judge. We have been slow to love neighbors and be kind to strangers. 

We have neglected to live in grace with family and friends. 

  

In this moment, help us to pause and remember that our lives belong 

to you. We need your love to forgive, heal us and make us whole. We 

need your truth to cleanse our minds. We need your mercy to free our 

hearts. Forgive us once more, and make us aware of your sure 

presence; that we may live as disciples of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Declaration of Pardon (responsively) 

Leader: If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 

and pray, seek my face and turn from their wicked ways: 

People: I will hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal their 

land. 

Leader: The good news is that God is more willing to forgive us: 

People: Than we are willing to confess our wrong and receive God's 

mercy. 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 

**Gloria Patri                   #581  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

**Passing of the Peace (responsively) 

Leader: The good news is to all those who are near and far away. 

People: The good news is to all who are neighbors and strangers. 



Leader: Because Christ loves us, we are members of the household of 

faith. We are one in the Spirit—we are family. 

People: Because Christ calls us, we are citizens of the realm of God. 

We are living out God’s precious kingdom. 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture Lesson  Psalm 85:1-13 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 
 

1 LORD, you were favorable to your land; 

    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

    you pardoned all their sin. Selah 
3 You withdrew all your wrath; 

    you turned from your hot anger. 
4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

    and put away your indignation toward us. 
5 Will you be angry with us forever? 

    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, 

    so that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

    and grant us your salvation. 
8 Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

    for he will speak peace to his people, 

    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 



10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12 The LORD will give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him, 

    and will make a path for his steps. 

 

Scripture Lesson  Mark 1:14-20 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 

of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus 

said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18 And 

immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 

their boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left 

their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

 

Duet     Follow Me! (Fisherman Peter)  

South Carolina Spiritual, arr. John Carter 

Sherry Watkins and Corinne Wallace, soloists 

Fisherman Peter on the sea, drop your net now and follow me! Brother 

James, son of Zebedee, leave your fishing and follow me! Brother John, 

son of Zebedee, leave your fishing and follow me! All you people now 

come along, hear Jesus call and join his song. He will show us the way to 

go, so come and follow, don't be slow. Come and follow and don't be slow. 

  

 



Scripture Lesson  Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

 

3 The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell 

you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk 

across. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried 

out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 

great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 
10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, 

God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 

upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

Sermon  

“What Can We Hope For?” 

Reverend Dr. David Neff, preaching 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

**Hymn         God of Ages, Whose Almighty Hand    #331 

 

 

  



 

  



**Affirmation of Faith (unison)               The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Anthem    Thanks Be to God          Judy Hunnicutt 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. For his gifts to every 

nation, thanks be to God. For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth 

while we are sleeping, future needs in earth's safe keeping, thanks be to 

God. In the just reward of labor, God's will is done. In the help we give 

our neighbor, God's will is done. In our worldwide task of caring for the 

hungry and despairing, in the harvests we are sharing, God's will is done. 

For the harvest of the spirit, thanks be to God. For the good we all inherit, 

thanks be to God. For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still 

confound us, most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (“debts”) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Response     God Is Our Refuge and Strength   W. A. Mozart 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

 



BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

 

**Hymn        O Beautiful for Spacious Skies     #338 

 

**The Charge and the Benediction 

 

**Benediction        Parting Prayer       Louis Harris 

O God, take us from this place into your care. Give us the faith to take us 

through the night. Give us the strength to face each passing day. Give us 

the courage to stand for what is right. Give us a love for all along the way. 

Give us the light to show us paths to take. These things we ask for Thy 

name's sake. Amen. 

 

Postlude     Fanfare on 'Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus'     arr. John Behnke 

 

Thanks to Those Assisting in Our Service 

Liturgists  Brian Louis and Ozzie Kinnard 

 

 

  



  



OUR MISSION AND VISION 

 

 

Mission Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive community bringing 

people to Christ through the power of service, education, hospitality and 

compassion.  

 

Vision Statement: Second Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse, 

vibrant and passionate Christ-centered community of hospitality and 

outreach actively serving the South Loop, the city of Chicago, and the 

world. We accomplish this through inspirational worship in our historic 

sanctuary, educational ministry to all ages, and the power of 

compassionate service to our neighbors. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Worship  
 

Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church. All are welcome regardless of 

ethnicity, economic group or sexual orientation to share together in the joy 

and power of God’s love in Jesus Christ.  

 

Worship is live-streamed on our website www.2ndpresbyterian.org  each 

Sunday morning. Join us at 10:55 a.m. for the worship. Copies of sermons 

and bulletins will be mailed and emailed to all who request them. 

 

The Circle of Prayer continues each Thursday at noon. For thirty minutes, 

we pray for one another, our family, our friends, our city and our world; 

concluding by 12:30 p.m. The call in number is (312) 626-6799; meeting 

#811 8615 6150; passcode 965 126. All are welcome. 

 

Per Capita Offering – Each year, Second Presbyterian Church pays a 

“per-capita” apportionment on each member of the church. This goes to 

support the mission and ministry of the larger church, including the 

http://www.2ndpresbyterian.org/


Presbytery of Chicago, the Synod of Lincoln Trails and the General 

Assembly. Your gift of $36 per person helps the church fund its annual 

obligation dues to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Please submit your 

per-capita offering and consider making a gift to help others in our 

congregation that may find it difficult to give. 

 

We are still taking prayer requests but now you can submit them by 

clicking this link https://forms.gle/72RzSMc9tAA7y5st8 so that we can 

pray with you and for you. All prayer requests will go to Pastor Neff and 

our Office Administrator Ashley. There is an option to mark whether or 

not your prayer is private. 

 

The devotional booklet “These Days” for January-February-March is 

available in the church office. For your copy, please call the church office. 

 

Bible Studies:  

We welcome you to join our Sunday morning and Tuesday afternoon 

Bible Study Classes. If you would like the curriculum, please contact the 

church office. We will be using phone calls for bible studies and Zoom for 

other groups. Conference Call number: (312) 248-0036. No PIN required. 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m.  

 Tuesday Galatians 1:30 p.m.  

 

Alpha to Omega Bible Discussion Group: will be led by Doug Walters 

will continue to be monthly on the second and fourth Thursdays starting 

with the New Testament with the first half of Matthew. New conference 

call number: (312) 248-0036. No PIN required. For more information, 

please contact Flea Parker at flea@golden2.net or (210) 861-6988. 

 

RIM (Recreation and Interest Ministries) Committee 

 

Money Smart - Course Listing: Complete Education Program  

Wintrust Bank will continue its series of FREE Money Smart classes on 

Monday evenings via Zoom for all who are interested. Their Money Smart 

https://forms.gle/72RzSMc9tAA7y5st8
mailto:flea@golden2.net


Curriculum, provided by the FDIC, is a great tool to help our communities 

reach their goals. This training program is geared toward consumers, small 

business owners, and young adults, and this FREE program provides 

pretests, workbooks, PowerPoint presentations, and certificates of 

completion. 

Please make note of the days below: 

February 1, 2020 – MODULE 2: You Can Bank On It 

February 8, 2020 – MODULE 5: Your Savings 

February 23, 2020 – MODULE 6: Credit Reports and Scores 

March 1, 2020 – MODULE 7: Borrowing Basics  

They will be conducted at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom. The modules will be 

mailed to us at the church so we can distribute them in advance. Please 

sign up and send your name and email to Howard Tiffen 

(htiffen@gmail.com) or Ann Belletire (annabelle620e@aol.com). 

 

Movie Group: On February 26th, we will discuss Minimalism: A 

Documentary About the Important Things. This documentary examines 

people dedicated to rejecting the American ideal that things bring 

happiness are interviewed showing the virtues of less is more. Each person 

will watch the movie on their own and then we will gather on Zoom to 

discuss it. This event is brought to you by the RIM committee.   

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87830257932?pwd=alNtMUh6eFpNNlpobWZ

0WFlDRTNodz09  

Time: February 26th at 6:30 p.m. Central Time (US and Canada) 

Meeting ID: 878 3025 7932 

Password: 602018 

One tap mobile: 

+13017158592,,87830257932#,,1#,602018# US (Germantown) 

+13126266799,,87830257932#,,1#,602018# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location: 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

mailto:htiffen@gmail.com
mailto:annabelle620e@aol.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87830257932?pwd=alNtMUh6eFpNNlpobWZ0WFlDRTNodz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87830257932?pwd=alNtMUh6eFpNNlpobWZ0WFlDRTNodz09


Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd6iBD5qb  

 

Book Group: Our next book of discussion is The War on 

Neighborhoods by Ryan Lugalia-Hollon and Daniel Cooper. This will take 

place via Zoom on February 21st at 9:30 a.m. Please email Ann Belletire if 

you would like to join this very lively discussion group at 

annabelle620e@aol.com.  

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82595103879  

Meeting ID: 825 9510 3879  

One tap mobile:  
+13017158592,,82595103879# US (Germantown) 

+13126266799,,82595103879# US (Chicago)  

Dial by your location:  
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)  

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdP1wkKWdw  

 

Community Interests: 

 

Black History Month Observations 

The story of Black History Month (BHM) begins in Chicago during the 

summer of 1915. Carter G. Woodson, an alumnus of the University of 

Chicago with many friends in the city, traveled from Washington, D.C. to 

participate in a national celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 

emancipation sponsored by the state of Illinois. BHM pays tribute to the 

generations of African Americans who struggled with adversity to achieve 

full citizenship in American society. 

This year 2nd Presbyterian is encouraging our members to further explore 

black history in two specific ways: 

1. Attend the Feb 28 Zoom presentation by Dr. Reed on Booker T. 

Washington, 

2. Familiarize yourselves with the tremendous black history resources 

of the EJI (Equal Justice Initiative) website. EJI is committed to 

changing the narrative about race in America. It produces 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd6iBD5qb
mailto:annabelle620e@aol.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82595103879
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdP1wkKWdw


groundbreaking reports, an award-winning wall calendar, and short 

films that explore our nation’s history of racial injustice as well as 

much more. 

ONLINE - Booker T. Washington in Chicago: Exhorter for Black 

prosperity; Pacifier of White anxieties 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 - 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM - Online via ZOOM  

Often condemned by northern Blacks for acquiescing to southern white 

racism, Booker T. Washington assumed a different stance in the North, 

especially when dealing with wealthy and influential whites. Hence, he 

earned his title of being the “Wizard.” In Chicago, where he was given to 

employing militant tones to Black audiences, offering pliant messages to 

White philanthropists, and delivering contradictory, but effective 

messages on race, to mixed groups. 

This online program (presentation given by Dr. Christopher R. Reed, 

professor emeritus of history at Roosevelt University), presented in 

celebration of Black History Month, is co-sponsored by Glessner House, 

Friends of Historic Second Church, Second Presbyterian Church, and 

Quinn Chapel A.M.E. Church. This event is free but you need 

to register in order to receive the Zoom link before the event. Go 

to www.historicsecondchurch.org to Register. 

 

Coat Drive: Second Presbyterian Church is hosting its annual Winter 

Coat Drive until February 2021. Donations of warm clothes, socks, sweat 

shirts, hoodies, sweaters, coats, gloves, caps, scarves and mittens will be 

distributed to our neighbors in need. Donations are received Tuesdays 

through Fridays, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. We regret that we must decline 

clothing donations other than warm winter clothing. 

 

Support Our Mission and Ministry  

 

The work of the church is critical in this time of crisis. Our ministry 

continues to grow in creative and innovative ways. You may now give 

your offering on the Second Presbyterian Church website at 

https://www.glessnerhouse.org/programs/2021/02/28/booker-t-washington
https://www.glessnerhouse.org/programs/2021/02/28/booker-t-washington
http://www.historicsecondchurch.org/


www.2ndpresbyterian.org. Look for the “Donate” button and scroll down, 

following the prompts. Thank you for your faithful giving!  

 

Connect with Us  

 

Dr. Neff’s sermons, poetry and reflections on ministry can be found in his 

blog: www.davidneff.me. To obtain copies of sermons, please contact the 

church office.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS (please pray for the following) 

 

Ashley McLean – my grandparents; family and friends; Guy, Bella and 

JB; the pursuit of happiness; understanding and wisdom; the Baer family 

Pastor Neff – the Presbyterian Synod of Cameroon; for all pastors, elders 

and churches living under persecution 

Nate Battle – Sister Elaine 

Bill Tyre – Cousin James Boyle, who is battling illness 

Vivian Randle – Rufus Randle recovering from surgery 



The Session 

Reverend Dr. David M. Neff, Pastor 

Darlene Pollard, Clerk 
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Brian Louis, Seminarian 
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