
 

Jesus and the Disciples  
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Ca ir o, Egypt  



Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 18, 2021 

 

GATHERING AROUND GODôS WORD 

 

Prelude  

Open My Eyes, That I May See        arr. Norman Johnson 

Prelude in Classic Style          Gordon Young 

 

Introit          Come, Let Us Sing    Gene Grier 

Come, let us sing unto the Lord; lift your voice and sing 

ñAmen!ò  

 

**Call to Worship  (responsively) 

Leader: I was glad when they said to me: 

People: Let us go into the house of the LORD. 
Leader: Our help is in the name of the LORD: 

People: Who made heaven and earth. 
Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made. 

People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

**Hymn   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less   #353 

 

  



  



Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

We confess that we have broken your 

commandments. We have sinned by selfishness, 

unbelief and pride. We have chosen casual lives that 

do not reflect your call to be disciples. We have not 

acted justly , loved mercy nor walked humbly with 

God.  
  

In your loving kindness, blot out our misdeeds. Wash 

away our sins. Chasten our hearts. As your mercy 

forgives us, free us for faithful living. Help us to love 

what you command and desire what you promise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Declaration of Pardon (responsively) 

Leader: Once you were no people, strangers to the 

covenant of promise. 

People: Now we are Godôs people, beloved and 

chosen. 
Leader: Those who were far away have been brought 

near by the blood of Christ. 

People: Christ has broken down the dividing walls of 

hostility between us. 
Leader: He has abolished the law with its commandments 

and rules. 

People: He has created a new humanity through the 

cross, so that all may be reconciled. 
Leader: Friends, believe in the good news of the gospel: 



People: In Jesus Christ, we are one with God, united 

with  all. 

 

**Gloria Patri             #581  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

**Passing of the Peace (responsively) 

Leader: Because Christ loves us, we are members of the 

household of faith. We are one in the Spiritðwe 

are family. 

People: Because Christ calls us, we are citizens of the 

realm of God. We are living out Godôs 

precious kingdom. 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PROCLAIMING GOD ôS WORD  

 

Prayer of Illumination  

 

Scripture Lesson  Mark 6:30-44 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all 

that they had done and taught. 31 He said to them, ñCome 

away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a 

while.ò For many were coming and going, and they had 

no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat 

to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them 

going and recognized them, and they hurried there on 

foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As 

he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 

compassion for them, because they were like sheep 



without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 

things. 35 When it grew late, his disciples came to him 

and said, ñThis is a deserted place, and the hour is now 

very late; 36 send them away so that they may go into the 

surrounding country and villages and buy something for 

themselves to eat.ò 37 But he answered them, ñYou give 

them something to eat.ò They said to him, ñAre we to go 

and buy two hundred denarii[i] worth of bread, and give it 

to them to eat?ò 38 And he said to them, ñHow many 

loaves have you? Go and see.ò When they had found out, 

they said, ñFive, and two fish.ò 39 Then he ordered them 

to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green 

grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of 

fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he 

looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 

and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; 

and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate 

and were filled; 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of 

broken pieces and of the fish. 44 Those who had eaten the 

loaves numbered five thousand men. 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Scripture Lesson  Mark 6:45-52 
45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and 

go on ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he 

dismissed the crowd. 46 After saying farewell to them, he 

went up on the mountain to pray. 47 When evening came, 

the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the 

land. 48 When he saw that they were straining at the oars 

against an adverse wind, he came towards them early in 

the morning, walking on the sea. He intended to pass 

them by.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24442i


49 But when they saw him walking on the sea, they 

thought it was a ghost and cried out; 50 for they all saw 

him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to 

them and said, ñTake heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.ò 51 Then he got into the boat with them and the 

wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they 

did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were 

hardened. 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Solo       Be Not Afraid      Bertrand-Brown 

        Sherry Watkins, Soloist 

óTwas when the twelve by the tempest were troubled; 

weary, bewildered, toiled to gain the shore, then spake 

the Master from the gale-lashed billows, ñCalm! Calm! 

Beloved, calm! Fear not! It is I!ò Thus, when the heart 

with misgivings is shaken, and thickly clouds of sorrow 

hover oôer, then hear the Master speaking through the 

torment, ñCalm! Calm! Beloved, calm! Fear not! It is I!ò 

 

Sermon          ñThe Impossible Possibilityò 

Pastor David Neff, preaching 

 

RESPONDING TO GODôS WORD 

 

**Hymn   Spirit, Open My Heart     #692 

 

  



 

  



**Affirmation of Faith (unison)    The Apostlesô Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the Virgin Mary , suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into 

hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lordôs Prayer (ñdebtsò) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Response   

Break Thou the Bread of Life         Gilbert Martin 

Break thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as thou 

didst break the loaves beside the sea. Beyond the sacred 

page I seek thee, Lord. My spirit pants for thee, O living 

Word. Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, to me, as thou 

didst bless the bread by Galilee.  



Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall; and I shall 

find my peace, my all in all. 

 

We Worship God with Our Gifts and Offerings 

 

Offertory Anthem     Open Our Eyes    Will Macfarlane 

Open our eyes, O loving and compassionate Jesus, that 

we may behold Thee walking beside us in our sorrow. 

Thou hast made death glorious and triumphant; for 

through its portals we enter into the presence of the 

Living God. Open our eyes that we may see to follow 

Thee, Jesus our Savior and Redeemer. Amen. 

 

**Doxology         #606 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 

all creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly 

host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

** Prayer of Dedication 

 

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD  

 

**Hymn        O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing       #610 

 

* *The Charge and the Benediction 

 

**Benediction       Deep Peace        Daniel Nelson 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. Deep peace of 

the flowing air to you. Deep peace of the quiet earth to 

you. Deep peace of the shining stars to you. Deep peace 

of the Son of Peace to you. Peace be to you. 

  



  


