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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2021
GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD
Prelude
Open My Eyes, That I May See
Prelude in Classic Style

arr. Norman Johnson
Gordon Young

Introit
Come, Let Us Sing
Gene Grier
Come, let us sing unto the Lord; lift your voice and sing
“Amen!”
**Call to Worship (responsively)
Leader: I was glad when they said to me:
People: Let us go into the house of the LORD.
Leader: Our help is in the name of the LORD:
People: Who made heaven and earth.
Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made.
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
**Hymn

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

#353

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
We confess that we have broken your
commandments. We have sinned by selfishness,
unbelief and pride. We have chosen casual lives that
do not reflect your call to be disciples. We have not
acted justly, loved mercy nor walked humbly with
God.
In your loving kindness, blot out our misdeeds. Wash
away our sins. Chasten our hearts. As your mercy
forgives us, free us for faithful living. Help us to love
what you command and desire what you promise;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silent Confession
Declaration of Pardon (responsively)
Leader: Once you were no people, strangers to the
covenant of promise.
People: Now we are God’s people, beloved and
chosen.
Leader: Those who were far away have been brought
near by the blood of Christ.
People: Christ has broken down the dividing walls of
hostility between us.
Leader: He has abolished the law with its commandments
and rules.
People: He has created a new humanity through the
cross, so that all may be reconciled.
Leader: Friends, believe in the good news of the gospel:

People: In Jesus Christ, we are one with God, united
with all.
**Gloria Patri
#581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
**Passing of the Peace (responsively)
Leader: Because Christ loves us, we are members of the
household of faith. We are one in the Spirit—we
are family.
People: Because Christ calls us, we are citizens of the
realm of God. We are living out God’s
precious kingdom.
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
Prayer of Illumination
Scripture Lesson
Mark 6:30-44
30
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all
that they had done and taught. 31 He said to them, “Come
away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a
while.” For many were coming and going, and they had
no leisure even to eat. 32 And they went away in the boat
to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on
foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had
compassion for them, because they were like sheep

without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many
things. 35 When it grew late, his disciples came to him
and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now
very late; 36 send them away so that they may go into the
surrounding country and villages and buy something for
themselves to eat.” 37 But he answered them, “You give
them something to eat.” They said to him, “Are we to go
and buy two hundred denarii[i] worth of bread, and give it
to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them, “How many
loaves have you? Go and see.” When they had found out,
they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then he ordered them
to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green
grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of
fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves,
and gave them to his disciples to set before the people;
and he divided the two fish among them all. 42 And all ate
and were filled; 43 and they took up twelve baskets full of
broken pieces and of the fish. 44 Those who had eaten the
loaves numbered five thousand men.
Leader: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Scripture Lesson
Mark 6:45-52
45
Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and
go on ahead to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he
dismissed the crowd. 46 After saying farewell to them, he
went up on the mountain to pray. 47 When evening came,
the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the
land. 48 When he saw that they were straining at the oars
against an adverse wind, he came towards them early in
the morning, walking on the sea. He intended to pass
them by.

49

But when they saw him walking on the sea, they
thought it was a ghost and cried out; 50 for they all saw
him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.” 51 Then he got into the boat with them and the
wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they
did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were
hardened.
Leader: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Solo

Be Not Afraid
Bertrand-Brown
Sherry Watkins, Soloist
‘Twas when the twelve by the tempest were troubled;
weary, bewildered, toiled to gain the shore, then spake
the Master from the gale-lashed billows, “Calm! Calm!
Beloved, calm! Fear not! It is I!” Thus, when the heart
with misgivings is shaken, and thickly clouds of sorrow
hover o’er, then hear the Master speaking through the
torment, “Calm! Calm! Beloved, calm! Fear not! It is I!”
Sermon

“The Impossible Possibility”
Pastor David Neff, preaching
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

**Hymn

Spirit, Open My Heart

#692

**Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Welcome and Announcements
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (“debts”)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
Prayer Response
Break Thou the Bread of Life
Gilbert Martin
Break thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, as thou
didst break the loaves beside the sea. Beyond the sacred
page I seek thee, Lord. My spirit pants for thee, O living
Word. Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, to me, as thou
didst bless the bread by Galilee.

Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall; and I shall
find my peace, my all in all.
We Worship God with Our Gifts and Offerings
Offertory Anthem Open Our Eyes Will Macfarlane
Open our eyes, O loving and compassionate Jesus, that
we may behold Thee walking beside us in our sorrow.
Thou hast made death glorious and triumphant; for
through its portals we enter into the presence of the
Living God. Open our eyes that we may see to follow
Thee, Jesus our Savior and Redeemer. Amen.
**Doxology
#606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly
host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
**Prayer of Dedication
BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD
**Hymn

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

#610

**The Charge and the Benediction
**Benediction
Deep Peace
Daniel Nelson
Deep peace of the running wave to you. Deep peace of
the flowing air to you. Deep peace of the quiet earth to
you. Deep peace of the shining stars to you. Deep peace
of the Son of Peace to you. Peace be to you.

Postlude

Toccata

Douglas Wagner

Thanks to Those Assisting in Our Service
Liturgists: Ramon Smith and Brian Louis
Livestream Operator: Lisa Armstrong
OUR MISSION AND VISION
Mission Statement
We are a diverse and inclusive community bringing
people to Christ through the power of service, education,
hospitality and compassion.
Vision Statement
Second Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse,
vibrant and passionate Christ-centered community of
hospitality and outreach actively serving the South Loop,
the city of Chicago, and the world. We accomplish this
through inspirational worship in our historic sanctuary,
educational ministry to all ages, and the power of
compassionate service to our neighbors.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship
Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church. All are
welcome regardless of ethnicity, economic group or
sexual orientation to share together in the joy and power
of God’s love in Jesus Christ.
In-Person: We are open for in-person worship. Join us at
11:00 am for the worship. The sanctuary doors will open
at 10:30 am.

Online: Worship is live-streamed on our website
2ndPresbyterian.org each Sunday morning at 11:00.
Please join us live or watch the recorded services at your
convenience.
Visiting Guests: If you are new to Second Presbyterian
Church, please sign a blue visitor’s card and leave your
email address as you exit the sanctuary.
Prayers: Second Church is a praying congregation!
Please sign a yellow prayer card found in the pews and
note any prayer requests so that we may pray with you
and for you.
Please Click Here to submit your prayer requests online.
All prayer requests will go to Pastor Neff and our Office
Administrator Ashley McLean. There is an option to
mark whether or not your prayer is private.
Bible Studies
We welcome you to join our Sunday morning and
Tuesday afternoon Bible Study Classes. If you would like
the curriculum, please email the church office at
SecondChurch1936@comcast.net. The conference call
number: (312) 248-0036. No PIN required.
 Sunday mornings Bible Study 9:30 am
 Tuesday afternoons 1 Timothy 1:30 pm
Alpha to Omega Bible Discussion Group: We are
discussing the New Testament. Meetings are on the 2nd
and 4th Mondays of the month at 5 pm Please use this
phone number: (312) 248-0036. No pin is required.

For more information contact Flea Parker at
Flea@Golden2.net or (210) 861-6988.
RIM (Recreation and Interest Ministries) Committee
Book Group: Our next book of discussion is Bring the
War Home: The White Power Movement & Paramilitary
America by Kathleen Belew. Please email Ann Belletire
if you would like to join this very lively discussion group
at AnnaBelle620e@aol.com.
Time: August 15th 2021 at 9:30 am central time
Join Zoom Meeting: Click Here
Or Call: (312) 626-6799
Meeting ID: 868 6496 0108
Passcode: 726317
On July 24th, join us for a trip to Garwood Orchards to
pick fresh strawberries from the field. We will be
carpooling so please reach out to Flea Parker at (210)
861-6988 and let her know if you are able to drive and
with how many people you are willing to share a ride.
Garwood Orchards is located in LaPorte, Indiana (70
minute drive). We will leave the church at 10 am. Bring a
brown bag lunch and enjoy an open air lunch in the
Orchard Pavillion.
Stretch Class: There will be no Stretch Class on Monday,
July 19th. Deacon Sharon Singer is providing a free
Stretch Class on Mondays from 9:30 to 10:15 am in
Fellowship Hall. The class will run until August 16th.
Come and improve your range of motion and flexibility.
Wear comfortable clothes and bring a water bottle.
Sharon has instructed fitness classes for over 20 years or
more.

Community
Members and friends of Second Presbyterian Church are
welcome to attend the Jazz Showcase on Sunday, July
18th at 4:00 pm. Rogue Parade is an ensemble that was
created by saxophonist and composer Greg Ward. In late
2015, Ward assembled a group of highly-creative
musicians featuring Dave Miller on guitar and effects,
Matt Gold on guitar and effects, Matt Ulery on upright
and electric bass, and Quin Kirchner on drums. He also
composed a new set of music with the purpose of
exploring this unique instrumentation, which blends the
acoustic and electronic sonic worlds. Rogue Parade is
excited to present an album featuring 11 new
compositions. Tickets are $20 and may be purchased in
advance at jazzshowcase@jazzshowcase.com. Proof of
vaccination is required for all shows.
The Prairie Avenue District Farmers’ Market has begun.
Every Thursday evening from 4:00 – 8:00 pm, vendors
will offer vegetables, produce, gourmet coffee, bakery,
yogurt and cheese, health care products, take-home meals
and other items. All are welcome. For more information,
please visit their website at
SouthLoopFarmersMarket.com.
Your Support of Our Mission and Ministry
Our work at Second Presbyterian Church is critical yearround and especially crucial in this time of crisis. Our
ministry continues to grow in creative and innovative
ways. Please Click Here to give your offering online or
visit the Second Presbyterian Church website at
2ndPresbyterian.org. Look for the “Give Online”

button, scroll down and follow the prompts. Thank you
for your faithful giving!
Connect with Us
Dr. Neff’s sermons, poetry and reflections on ministry
can be found in his blog: DavidNeff.me. To obtain
copies of sermons, please contact the church office via
email at SecondChurch1936@comcast.net.
Prayer Requests
Please pray for the following:
Ann and Mike Belletire – Tracy Cargo and family
Rowena Balogun – Elizabeth Wilson; Bill and Suzanne
Leib; Jean Leib; Jeanne Glick; Dorothy and Helen
Taylor; Roslynne Gully; Tracy Cargo
Howard and Jane Tiffen – Graham Walker; Tracy
Cargo and family; the Ochiabutor family
Karen Ashley-Bowman – Dr. G. Brownlee
Lisa M. Henry-Reid – the health of my parents and
mother in-law; Tracy Cargo and her family
Leah and Ramon Smith – youth of America; persecuted
Christians; Salman and Ather Freeman; Laura Salado;
Monica and Wail; our family; world peace
Remone – family; protection; mercy and grace
Pastor Neff – the Presbyterian Synod of Cameroon;
congregations, pastors and elders and in a time of
political persecution
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Praymaker was started by Paige & Peter Braxton of Second

Presbyterian as a way to share the healing power of hope and
prayer with others.
Praymaker is a website where people can request a prayer
from a spiritual leader of their choice and have it sent it to
someone in their lives. Our lives are filled with celebration,
sorrow, and hope, and in these moments, the right words are
sometimes hard to find. Praymaker is personalized prayer
delivered.

1) Request a prayer on www.praymaker.com
2) Spiritual leader creates a personalized prayer.
3) The audio is texted to your loved one.

Praymaker is looking for community members
interested in joining Paige & Peter in this ministry.
There are many ways to help and support.

To learn more e-mail us at:

info@praymaker.com
Visit: www.praymaker.com

