Wisdom is a spirit.
The Holy Spirit is
the spirit of wisdom,
the part of God
that speaks to us
most directly.
We need to actively
seek the Holy Spirit.
The Lord will give you
His mind.
Marilyn Van Waldner

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 12, 2021
GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD
Prelude

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Joe Utterback

Introit
The Heavens Are Telling
Beethoven
The heavens are telling the Lord’s endless glory, through
all the earth His praise is found. The seas re-echo the
marvelous story. O man, repeat that glorious sound. The
starry host He orders and measures, He fills the
morning’s golden springs. He wakes the sun from his
night-curtained slumbers; oh, man adore the King of
Kings.
**Call to Worship (responsively)
Leader: We come together in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord, Savior and Friend.
People: We come together as family, because we are
sisters and brothers in Christ.
Leader: We come together as community. Because our
life is in Jesus, we belong to each other.
People: We come together as the church, because we
have been called into a universal fellowship
through the love of Jesus.
Leader: Let us celebrate, uplift and strengthen the ties
that bind us together.
People: Let us worship with one voice, unite as one
people, and prepare to leave this place to
serve in ministry to all.

**Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

#12

Prayer of Confession (unison)
Loving God, in this holy place, we humbly mark our
sins as we sense you are near. We confess that we
have missed the mark of devotion. We speak noise
when we should listen. Our loud words scream selfseeking attention, when our thoughts should be
focused upon your gracious care. We have refused to
be humble. We have neglected kindness to strangers
and genuine compassion for those in need. As we
admit our wrong, we ask you to forgive and cleanse us
from sin. Restore and renew us in wisdom; that we
may walk in your ways and delight in your presence,
serving you every moment; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Silent Confession
Declaration of Pardon (responsively)
James 3:13-18
Leader: Who is wise and understanding among you?
People: Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom.
Leader: Seek the wisdom that comes from above:
People: The wisdom from above is pure, peaceable,
gentle, willing to yield:
Leader: Full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of
partiality or hypocrisy.
People: A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who make peace.

**Gloria Patri
#581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
**Passing of the Peace (responsively)
Leader: Since God loves us so much:
People: We too should love one another.
Leader: Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you:
People: My peace I give to you.”
Leader: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
Prayer of Illumination (unison)
Open our hearts this morning, Lord, to hear your
word. Open our minds to strengthen our faith. Open
our spirits to stir our passion for your kingdom. Help
us listen for your wisdom and truly live. Amen.
Scripture Lesson
Proverbs 1:20-33
20
Wisdom cries out in the street;
in the squares she raises her voice.
21
At the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
22
”How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?
23
Give heed to my reproof;
I will pour out my thoughts to you;
I will make my words known to you.
24
Because I have called and you refused,

have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,
and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,
26
I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when panic strikes you,
27
when panic strikes you like a storm,
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
28
Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.
29
Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,
30
would have none of my counsel,
and despised all my reproof,
31
therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.
32
For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
33
but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”
25

Leader: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Scripture Lesson
James 3:1-12
3 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers
and sisters, for you know that we who teach will be
judged with greater strictness. 2 For all of us make many
mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is
perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a
bridle. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make
them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4 Or look at
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds

to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue
is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6 And the
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our
members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body,
sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by
hell. 7 For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the
human species, 8 but no one can tame the tongue—a
restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are
made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth
come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this
ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the
same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12 Can a fig
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine
figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
Leader: The word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God!
Solo

You Better Mind
spiritual, arr. Hall Johnson
Marc Summers, soloist
Oh, you better mind, you got to give an account at the
judgment, you better mind. You better mind how you talk,
you better mind what you talkin’ about. You got to give
an account at the judgment, you better mind. You better
mind how you sing, you better mind what you singin’
about. You better mind how you pray, you better mind
what you prayin’ about. You better mind how you shout,
you better mind what you shoutin’ about, you got to give
an account at the judgment, you better mind.

Sermon

“Wisdom Cries Out in the Streets”
Pastor David Neff, preaching
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

**Hymn

God is Calling through the Whisper

#410

**Affirmation of Faith (unison) The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into
hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Welcome and Announcements
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (“debts”)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Prayer Response
Let the Words of My Mouth
Eric Thiman
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength,
and my redeemer.
We Worship God with Our Gifts and Offerings
Offertory Anthem
Awake, My Tongue
Richard Voorhaar
Awake, my tongue, a song to raise, halle, hallelujah! And
sing the great Redeemer’s praise, halle hallelujah! Christ
justly claims a song from me. His loving-kindness, oh
how free! Christ saw us ruined in the fall, yet still he
loved his people all. Christ saved us from our lost estate,
his loving-kindness, oh how great! Though many hosts of
mighty foes, though all the world our way oppose, Christ
safely leads the church along, His loving-kindness, oh
how strong! Come Christian people join and sing, rejoice
in Christ the risen King. With one accord our voices
raise, his loving-kindness let us praise! Halle, hallelujah!
**Doxology
#606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him,
all creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly
host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
**Prayer of Dedication
BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD
**Hymn

Lord, Make Us More Holy

#313

**The Charge and the Benediction
**Benediction
The Lord Bless You and Keep You
John Rutter
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face
to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift
up the light of his countenance upon you and give you
peace. Amen.
Postlude

Church Festival March

R. M. Stults

Thanks to Those Assisting in Our Service
Liturgists: Darlene Pollard and Brian Louis
Livestream Operator: Ramon Smith
OUR MISSION AND VISION
Mission Statement
We are a diverse and inclusive community bringing
people to Christ through the power of service, education,
hospitality and compassion.
Vision Statement
Second Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse,
vibrant and passionate Christ-centered community of
hospitality and outreach actively serving the South Loop,
the city of Chicago, and the world. We accomplish this
through inspirational worship in our historic sanctuary,
educational ministry to all ages, and the power of
compassionate service to our neighbors.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Worship
Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church. All are
welcome regardless of ethnicity, economic group or
sexual orientation to share together in the joy and power
of God’s love in Jesus Christ.
In-Person: We are open for in-person worship. Join us at
11:00 am for the worship. The sanctuary doors will open
at 10:30 am.
Online: Worship is live-streamed on our website
2ndPresbyterian.org each Sunday morning at 11:00.
Please join us live or watch the recorded services at your
convenience.
Visiting Guests: If you are new to Second Presbyterian
Church, please sign a blue visitor’s card and leave your
email address as you exit the sanctuary.
Prayers: Second Church is a praying congregation!
Please sign a yellow prayer card found in the pews and
note any prayer requests so that we may pray with you
and for you.
Please Click Here to submit your prayer requests online.
All prayer requests will go to Pastor Neff and our Office
Administrator Ashley McLean. There is an option to
mark whether or not your prayer is private.

Bulletin cover by artist Melissa McCracken, inspired by
John Lennon’s Imagine, through the art form and
medium called Surreal Synesthesia Paintings which
translates sound to color.
Bible Studies
We welcome you to join our Sunday morning and
Tuesday afternoon Bible Study Classes. If you would like
the curriculum, please email the church office at
SecondChurch1936@comcast.net. The conference call
number: (312) 248-0036.
 Sunday morning Bible Study 9:30 am
 Tuesday afternoon 2 Timothy 1:30 pm
Alpha to Omega Bible Discussion Group: We are
discussing the New Testament. Meetings are on the 2nd
and 4th Mondays of the month at 5 pm Please use this
phone number: (312) 248-0036. For more information
contact Flea Parker at Flea@Golden2.net or (210) 8616988.
RIM (Recreation and Interest Ministries) Committee
Book Group: Our next book of discussion is The
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. Please email Ann Belletire if
you would like to join this very lively discussion group at
AnnaBelle620e@aol.com.
Time: September 19th 2021 at 9:30 am central time
Join Zoom Meeting: Click Here
Or Call: (312) 626-6799
Meeting ID: 868 6496 0108
Passcode: 726317

Stretch Class: Deacon Sharon Singer will continue her
popular free Stretch Class on Mondays from 9:30 to
10:15 am until September 27th. The class meets in
Fellowship Hall. Come and improve your range of
motion and flexibility. Wear comfortable clothes and
bring a water bottle. Sharon has instructed fitness classes
for over 20 years.
Community
Jazz Showcase: The next Second Presbyterian Church
outing to the Jazz Showcase is Sunday, September 26th
at 4:00 p.m. The jazz artist is Ravi Coltrane, cost of
tickets is $25. All are welcome.
Free Tours: Please enjoy a free tour of the art and
architecture of Second Presbyterian Church immediately
following the Sunday service. A docent will meet you at
the back of the church. Other public tour times include
Saturdays from 11 am - 1 pm or Thursdays from 5 – 7
pm. Tours are given by trained docents from Friends of
Historic Second Church.
Upcoming Docent Classes: Would you like to learn more
about the art, architecture and history of Second
Presbyterian Church? Join the Docent Training classes on
the following dates: Wednesdays Sept. 15, 22, and 29
from 6:30 - 8:30 pm and Saturday October 2nd from 9 am
– 12 pm. Training takes place at the church. You do not
need to commit to certifying as a docent to take the
classes. Sign up
at www.HistoricSecondChurch.org/docents or
email info@HistoricSecondChurch.org. The class fee
is $10.

Farmers’ Market: The Prairie Avenue District Farmers’
Market is every Thursday evening from 4 – 8 pm.
Vendors offer vegetables, produce, gourmet coffee,
bakery, yogurt and cheese, health care products, takehome meals and other items. All are welcome. For more
information, please visit their website at
SouthLoopFarmersMarket.com.
Solider Field Fall 2021 Event Schedule:
Restrictions are enforced two hours before and one hour
after the event.
Sunday, Sept 19th – 12 pm Sunday, Oct 17th – 12 pm
Wednesday, Sept 22nd – 7 Sunday, Oct 23rd – 7 pm
pm
Saturday, Sept 25th – 11
Sunday, October 31st –
am
12pm
Sunday, Sept 26th – 12 pm Sunday, Nov 21st – 12 pm
Wednesday, Sept 29th – 7 Sunday, Dec 5th – 12 pm
pm
Sunday, Oct 3rd – 12 pm
Monday, Dec 20th – 7:15
pm
Sunday Jan 2nd, 2022 –
12 pm
Your Support of Our Mission and Ministry
Our work at Second Presbyterian Church is critical yearround and especially crucial in this time of crisis. Our
ministry continues to grow in creative and innovative
ways. Please Click Here to give your offering online or
visit the Second Presbyterian Church website at
2ndPresbyterian.org. Look for the “Give Online”
button, scroll down and follow the prompts. Thank you
for your faithful giving!

Connect with Us
Dr. Neff’s sermons, poetry and reflections on ministry
can be found in his blog: DavidNeff.me. To obtain
copies of sermons, please contact the church office via
email at SecondChurch1936@comcast.net.
Prayer Requests - Please pray for the following:
Mike Belletire – the people and refugees of Afganistan;
the victims of Hurricane Ida
Nate Battle – the victims of Hurricane Ida; the pandemic
to end
M. Thompson – Thompson, Smith, Eiland and Miller
families
Michael Brown – my family; those who are mourning,
sick and shut in
Ova Carter – Louie Martinez; Mary Elizabeth Hughes
Julie Carter – my continued health and well being
Howard and Jane Tiffen – the family of Vic I.; our
church family; those undergoing medical treatments
Denise Conway – Pat Foley; enlightenment on seeking a
firm foundation in life
Michael Smith – Hudson-Rice family
Tracy Cargo – world peace
Michelle Williams – prayer for restoration with my three
daughters; forgiveness; health; safe travels; peace
Lee Jenkins – world peace
Ochiabutor family – Chimezie Okereke to be healed
Ashley McLean – my loves Guy, Bella and JB;
family/friends
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Marc Summers (Interim Bass) for Vince Wallace, Bass

Praymaker was started by Paige & Peter Braxton of Second

Presbyterian as a way to share the healing power of hope and
prayer with others.
Praymaker is a website where people can request a prayer
from a spiritual leader of their choice and have it sent it to
someone in their lives. Our lives are filled with celebration,
sorrow, and hope, and in these moments, the right words are
sometimes hard to find. Praymaker is personalized prayer
delivered.

1) Request a prayer on www.praymaker.com
2) Spiritual leader creates a personalized prayer.
3) The audio is texted to your loved one.

Praymaker is looking for community members
interested in joining Paige & Peter in this ministry.
There are many ways to help and support.

To learn more e-mail us at:

info@praymaker.com
Visit: www.praymaker.com

