
 

 

  

If you see something 

that is not right, not 

fair, not just, you have 

a moral obligation to 

do something about it. 
John Lewis 



Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 19, 2021 

 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

 

Prelude      Fantasia and Fugue in C Minor     J. S. Bach 

 

Introit     There Is a River     Douglas Wagner 

There is a river, whose streams do make glad the holy 

place, the dwelling place of the most high God.    

 

**Call to Worship (responsively) 

Leader: We come to this hour of worship to center our 

lives on the word of God. 

People: We come to focus and understand God’s life 

in our world. 
Leader: Scripture is read, anthems sung, the organ sounds 

a prayer: 

People: We find our identity and direction in the 

Word made real. 
Leader: Today, let us offer our minds and hearts to God.  

People: Let us give God our thoughts and feelings, as 

we give God thanks and praise. 

 

**Hymn       Guide My Feet          #741 

 

  



  



Litany of Confession (responsively) 

Leader: Merciful God, you made us in your image, with a 

mind to know you, a heart to love you, and a will 

to serve you. 

People: But our knowledge is imperfect, our love 

inconstant, our obedience incomplete. 
Leader: Day by day we fail to grow into your likeness 

and image. 

People: Month by month, we refuse to let your Word 

reform us or your Spirit renew us. 

Leader: In your steadfast love and tender mercy, forgive 

our neglect and inattention. 

People: Free us for joyful worship and praise, that we 

might live faithful lives, practicing your sure 

hope all our days; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

Declaration of Pardon (responsively) 

Leader: The God of new beginnings calls us to a new 

beginning. 

People: God calls us to put away the bad habits of the 

past and leave old patterns of life behind. 
Leader: As God’s vision probes the depth of every soul: 

People: God’s Spirit forgives, cleanses and renews our 

passion to be God’s holy people. 
Leader: Through Jesus Christ, we are renewed and given 

spiritual grace for faithful living. 

People: All praise to God for new light and new life! 

 

 

 



**Gloria Patri            #581  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

**Passing of the Peace (responsively) 

Leader: Since God loves us so much: 

People: We too should love one another. 
Leader: Jesus said: “Peace I leave with you: 

People: My peace I give to you.” 

Leader: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD  

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

Scripture Lesson      Matthew 10:1, 16-20  pg. 10 

10 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave 

them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 

to cure every disease and every sickness.16 ”See, I am 

sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so 

be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Beware of 

them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog 

you in their synagogues; 18 and you will be dragged 

before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony 

to them and the Gentiles. 19 When they hand you over, do 

not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to 

say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that 

time; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your 

Father speaking through you.  

 

 



Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

 People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Scripture Lesson     Matthew 10:26-33, 40-42 pg. 10 
26 ”So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up 

that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will 

not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell 

in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from 

the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but 

cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both 

soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart 

from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are 

all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value 

than many sparrows. 32 ”Everyone therefore who 

acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me 

before others, I also will deny before my Father in 

heaven. 
40 ”Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent 

me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a 

prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 

person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42 and 

whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 

little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, 

none of these will lose their reward.” 

 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

 



Solo       He Shall Be Like a Tree   Blanche Bowling 

      Sherry Watkins, soloist 

Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the 

Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. He 

shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 

bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall 

not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The 

ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind 

bloweth away. For the Lord knoweth the way of the 

righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

 

Sermon          “What Change Looks Like” 

Pastor David Neff, preaching 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

**Hymn          Fight the Good Fight     #846 

 

**Affirmation of Faith (unison)    The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into 

hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 

ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 



  



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (“debts”)  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer Response      

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   arr. David Paxton 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of 

the sea; there’s a kindness in his justice, which is more 

than liberty. There is welcome for the sinner, and more 

graces for the good; there is mercy with the Savior; there 

is healing in his blood. 

 

We Worship God with Our Gifts and Offerings 

 

Anthem  What Does the Lord Require? arr. Todd Wilson 

What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 

What sacrifice desire, or tribute bid you bring? Do 

justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. Rulers of 

earth, give ear! Should you not justice show? Will God 

your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? Do 

justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. Still 

down the ages ring the prophet’s stern commands. To 

merchant, worker, king he brings God’s high demands. 

Do justly; love mercy; walk humbly with your God. How 

shall my soul fulfill God’s law so hard and high? Let 

Christ endure our will with grace to fortify. Then justly, 

in mercy, we’ll humbly walk with God. 

 



**Doxology         #606 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, 

all creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly 

host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

**Prayer of Dedication 

 

BEARING THE WORD OUT INTO THE WORLD 

 

**Hymn     I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me     #700 

 

**The Charge and the Benediction 

 

**Benediction       Benediction           Jay Althouse 

Be with us, Lord Jesus, until we meet again. We pray you 

will guide us; we know not where or when. Lord, give us 

your blessing and fill our hearts with peace. And may 

your love grow stronger and never cease. Lord, be our 

protector throughout the coming night. Refresh us and 

bless us as darkness turns to light. We stand before you 

humbly; you teach and we obey. Be with us, Lord Jesus, 

we ever pray. Amen.  

 

Postlude      Intrada          Grayston Ives 

 

Thanks to Those Assisting in Our Service 

Liturgists: Jeremy Nichols and Brian Louis 

Livestream Operator: Lisa Armstrong 

 

  



  



OUR MISSION AND VISION 

Mission Statement 

We are a diverse and inclusive community bringing 

people to Christ through the power of service, education, 

hospitality and compassion. 

 

Vision Statement 

Second Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse, 

vibrant and passionate Christ-centered community of 

hospitality and outreach actively serving the South Loop, 

the city of Chicago, and the world. We accomplish this 

through inspirational worship in our historic sanctuary, 

educational ministry to all ages, and the power of 

compassionate service to our neighbors. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Worship 

Welcome to Second Presbyterian Church. All are 

welcome regardless of ethnicity, economic group or 

sexual orientation to share together in the joy and power 

of God’s love in Jesus Christ.  

 

In-Person: We are open for in-person worship. Join us at 

11:00 am for the worship. The sanctuary doors will open 

at 10:30 am. 

 

Online: Worship is live-streamed on our website 

2ndPresbyterian.org each Sunday morning at 11:00. 

Please join us live or watch the recorded services at your 

convenience. 

 

http://www.2ndpresbyterian.org/online/#start


Visiting Guests: If you are new to Second Presbyterian 

Church, please sign a blue visitor’s card and leave your 

email address as you exit the sanctuary. 

 

Prayers: Second Church is a praying congregation! 

Please sign a yellow prayer card found in the pews and 

note any prayer requests so that we may pray with you 

and for you. 

 

Please Click Here to submit your prayer requests online. 

All prayer requests will go to Pastor Neff and our Office 

Administrator Ashley McLean. There is an option to 

mark whether or not your prayer is private. 
 

Bible Studies 

We welcome you to join our Sunday morning and 

Tuesday afternoon Bible Study Classes. If you would like 

the curriculum, please email the church office at 

SecondChurch1936@comcast.net. The conference call 

number: (312) 248-0036. 

 

 Sunday morning Bible Study 9:30 am  

 Tuesday afternoon 2 Timothy 1:30 pm  
 

Alpha to Omega Bible Discussion Group: We are 

discussing the New Testament. Meetings are on the 2nd 

and 4th Mondays of the month at 5 pm Please use this 

phone number: (312) 248-0036. For more information 

contact Flea Parker at Flea@Golden2.net or (210) 861-

6988. 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/72RzSMc9tAA7y5st8
mailto:SecondChurch1936@comcast.net
mailto:Flea@Golden2.net


RIM (Recreation and Interest Ministries) Committee 

Book Group: Our next book of discussion is American 

Nations: A History of the Eleven Regional Rival Cultures 

of North America by Colin Woodward. Please email Ann 

Belletire if you would like to join this very lively 

discussion group at AnnaBelle620e@aol.com.  

Time: October 17th 2021 at 9:30 am central time   

Join Zoom Meeting: Click Here 

Or Call: (312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 868 6496 0108 

Passcode: 726317 

 

Stretch Class: Deacon Sharon Singer will continue her 

popular free Stretch Class on Mondays from 9:30 to 

10:15 am until September 27th. The class meets in 

Fellowship Hall. Come and improve your range of 

motion and flexibility. Wear comfortable clothes and 

bring a water bottle. Sharon has instructed fitness classes 

for over 20 years.   

 

Community 

Jazz Showcase: The next Second Presbyterian Church 

outing to the Jazz Showcase is Sunday, September 26th 

at 4:00 p.m. The jazz artist is Ravi Coltrane, cost of 

tickets is $25. All are welcome. 

 

Free Tours: Please enjoy a free tour of the art and 

architecture of Second Presbyterian Church immediately 

following the Sunday service. A docent will meet you at 

the back of the church. Other public tour times include 

Saturdays from 11 am - 1 pm or Thursdays from 5 – 7 

pm. Tours are given by trained docents from Friends of 

Historic Second Church.  

mailto:AnnaBelle620e@aol.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86864960108?pwd=OGdwc2Zrd0ZFN1ZiQm5tVzBvcEVvQT09


Upcoming Docent Classes: Would you like to learn more 

about the art, architecture and history of Second 

Presbyterian Church? Join the Docent Training classes on 

the following dates: Wednesdays Sept, 22, and 29 from 

6:30 - 8:30 pm and Saturday October 2nd from 9 am – 12 

pm. Training takes place at the church. You do not need 

to commit to certifying as a docent to take the classes. 

Sign up at www.HistoricSecondChurch.org/docents or 

email info@HistoricSecondChurch.org. The class fee 

is $10. 

 

October – December “These Days” devotional guides are 

available in the narthex. One per family please. 

 

Soldier Field Fall 2021 Event Schedule: 

Restrictions are enforced two hours before and one hour 

after the event.  

Sunday, Sept 19th – 12 pm Sunday, Oct 17th – 12 pm 

Wednesday, Sept 22nd – 7 

pm 

Sunday, Oct 23rd – 7 pm 

Saturday, Sept 25th – 11 

am 

Sunday, October 31st – 

12pm 

Sunday, Sept 26th – 12 pm Sunday, Nov 21st – 12 pm 

Wednesday, Sept 29th – 7 

pm 

Sunday, Dec 5th – 12 pm 

Sunday, Oct 3rd – 12 pm Monday, Dec 20th – 7:15 

pm 

 Sunday Jan 2nd, 2022 – 

12 pm 

 

Your Support of Our Mission and Ministry 

Our work at Second Presbyterian Church is critical year-

round and especially crucial in this time of crisis.  

mailto:info@historicsecondchurch.org


Our ministry continues to grow in creative and 

innovative ways. Please Click Here to give your offering 

online or visit the Second Presbyterian Church website at 

2ndPresbyterian.org. Look for the “Give Online” 

button, scroll down and follow the prompts. Thank you 

for your faithful giving! 

 

Connect with Us 

Dr. Neff’s sermons, poetry and reflections on ministry 

can be found in his blog: DavidNeff.me. To obtain 

copies of sermons, please contact the church office via 

email at SecondChurch1936@comcast.net.  

 

  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbQob3Vy7b9Yfe_jNfJWTbVeXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx5zOQjapagb4-GcDOvSEdsc=&amp;ver=3
https://www.2ndpresbyterian.org/online
http://www.davidneff.me/
mailto:SecondChurch1936@comcast.net


Prayer Requests - Please pray for the following: 

Genevieve Bernard – Jean Bernard; myself 

Josiah Mensah – kindergarten; mother and father 

Esther Frimpong – my family; mental health 

Sam Nwachukwn – Kene and Nwideca 

Karen Ashley-Bowman – Walter Williams 

Nate Battle – our country; Elaine; President Biden and 

family; our church family 

Michael Allen – Rev. Neff; Carl Allen; Tracy Daily 

Allen; myself; everyone across the world 

Tracy Maria Allen – Cathy Watson; healing and speedy 

recovery 

Ochiabutor family – all with health challenges; family 

in Nigeria; people suffering from Covid-19 

Rowena Balogun – Elizabeth Wilson; Skidomore 

family; Dorothy Taylor; Jean Leib and Jeanne Glick; Bill 

and Suzanne Leib; 

Catherine Soberekon – family and friends 

Vicki Lofton – LaRaine and Julius Smith and their 

health 

Tracy Cargo – world peace; love for those who feel 

alone; faith in God 

Howard and Jane Tiffen – all families affected by 9/11; 

Frank and Faith Dusek; Bill and Robin Grams; peace and 

justice in Afghanistan  

Ann and Mike Belletire – Orlando family 

Gabrielle Pickett – family and friends; our world; 

natural disasters 

Ozzie Kinnard – Kinnard-Steele, Brinson families; 

Wilton Moore; John Ealey; John Ford  



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Session 
Reverend Dr. David M. Neff, Pastor 

Darlene Pollard, Clerk 

 

2021 

Dr. Cliff Crawford 

Anthony Ochiabutor 

Vicki Reynolds 

2022 

Darlene Pollard 

Howard Tiffen 

Amy Haack 

2023 

Lisa Armstrong 

Karen Ashley-Bowman 

Ozzie Kinnard 

 

The Board of Deacons 

Jane Tiffen, President 

Jeremy Nichols, Secretary 

 

2021 

Denise Conway 

Catherine 

Soberekon 

Tracy Cargo 

2022 

Jeremy Nichols 

Francis Osazuwa 

Jane Tiffen 

2023 

Nate Battle 

Sharon Singer 

Margaret Robinson 

Church Staff 

Reverend Dr. David M. Neff, Pastor 

Michael Shawgo, Music Director 

Brian Louis, Seminarian 

Ashley McLean, Office Administrator 

Marco Alberto, Sexton 

 

Second Presbyterian Quartet 

Sherry Watkins, Soprano 

Corinne Wallace-Crane, Alto 

John Concepcion, Tenor 

Marc Summers (Interim Bass) for Vince Wallace, Bass 

SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 Diverse ✶ Inclusive ✶ COMMUNITY ✶ Engaging ✶ Passionate 

 2ndPresbyterian.org 
1936 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60616 

https://2ndpresbyterian.org/


  

  

Praymaker was started by Paige & Peter Braxton of Second 
Presbyterian as a way to share the healing power of hope and 
prayer with others.  

Praymaker is a website where people can request a prayer 
from a spiritual leader of their choice and have it sent it to 
someone in their lives. Our lives are filled with celebration, 
sorrow, and hope, and in these moments, the right words are 
sometimes hard to find. Praymaker is personalized prayer 
delivered. 

 

1) Request a prayer on www.praymaker.com   
2) Spiritual leader creates a personalized prayer. 
3) The audio is texted to your loved one. 

 

Praymaker is looking for community members 
interested in joining Paige & Peter in this ministry. 
There are many ways to help and support. 

 

To learn more e-mail us at:                      
info@praymaker.com 
Visit: www.praymaker.com 
 

http://www.praymaker.com/


 

 

 

 

 
 

When you see something that is not right, not just, not 

fair, you have a moral obligation to say something. To 

do something. Our children and their children will ask 

us “What did you do? What did you say? We have a 

mission and a mandate to be on the right side of 

history. 

The vote is the most powerful non-violent tool we 

have. The vote is precious, it’s almost sacred, so go 

out and vote like you never voted before. 

Some of us gave a little blood for the right to 

participate in the democratic process. Sometimes I 

hear people saying the scars and stains of racism are 

still deeply embedded in American society. They say 

nothing has changed. I tell them ‘come and walk in 

my shoes. Some of us gave a little blood for the right 

to participate in the democratic process. 

Never give up, never give in. Never become hostile. 

Hate is too big a burden to bear. 

John Louis (1940-2020) 


